Celebrating another year

of staying up late




‘7“’rWhat a year it’s been! From late night

gigs to sports activities, 2025 has been .‘
packed with good times, laughter andy ..
connection. | EGTEERNNz !'
Across all our projects, we’ve seen more My
people than ever getting out, meeting new
friends, and living the lives they

This year we’ve made new matches through
Gig Buddies and Sports Buddies, launched
new partnerships, and continued to
campaign for change - supporting people
with learning disabilities and autistic
people to enjoy freedom and fun in their
social lives
We couldn’t have done it without the
amazing volunteers, funders, partners and
supporters who make Stay Up Late what it
is. Thank you for helping us keep the
nights alive and full of joy.




OUR YEAR IN NVMBERS




feel that their life

has been enriched since becoming a

volunteer
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HIGHLIGHTS &

Monthly socials across Sussex
Stay Up Late Week

Move to a new co-working space
Amaze's women's group

Brighton University Workshop

Sunderland Care and Support training

AIMS Media Delhi webinar
Brighton MET talk

Gig Buddies Exeter launch

smll=m Social Care Protest

Dublin’s first Volunteer Training
Penrith’s first Volunteer Training
] UCL Gig Buddies Research Project




& GB DUBLIN'S FIRST
VOLUNTEER TRAINING

SESNSORY FRIENDLY GIG
AT DALTONS, BRIGHTON

SOCIAL CARE PROTEST
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OQut with my Gig Buddy partner in crime at The Hope last
night where we celebrated going to our 24th gig together.

That's right; it's been 2 years since Michael made his

debut onto the local scene and what a legend he's become
eh? Many thanks to all the promoters, venues, and bands who
have put him on their guest lists which has made it
possible for him to get out, stay up late and party. And
also to all you lovely gig—-goers, photographers and bar
staff who've made him feel soooo welcome. Your little chats
and big hugs make him feel like he's a very important dude
which he is of course. We're getting all set for next
month's big night out! - Michael’s buddy Graeme




Just wanted to let you know that Jacob was out again with
Ollie at a gig in Worthing last night. As always, he came

home buzzing and feeling very good about himself. Could I

take a moment of your time to thank you again for arranging
this. Ollie is a fantastic lad and a really excellent role
model and influence for Jacob. He is emotionally
intelligent and is always happy to explain and model the
unspoken rules of social situations for Jacob. We are
extremely grateful for his presence in Jacob’s world. Thank
you again. - Jacob’s family member
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Katie Windsor - Operations Director

Holly Bell - Office and Finance Manager

Luke Ellis - Gig Buddies and Comms Coordinator
Malcolm Hill - Gig Buddies Coordinator

Heppni Wilkinson - Research Assistant

Jason O’Neil - Stay Up Late Assistant

Rohan Lowe - Stay Up Late Assistant |

David Parker - Freelance Fundraising Consultant

Simon Hughes - Chair

Donald Reid - Treasurer
dJamie Claxton - Trustee
Bobby Sandbach - Trustee
Sarah Holmes - Trustee
Leah Price-Cox - Trustee
- Harri Oliver - Trustee
Will Davies - Trustee
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Looking ahead to 2026, we re excited to keep supporting
people with learning disabilities to live the social
lives they choose through both Gig Buddies and Sports
Buddies. We’ll be growing our staff team so we can create
even more fantastic matches and support people to get out
to the gigs, games, and social events they love. It’s set
to be another year full of new friendships and great

nights out. Here are some of the things we’'re already

looking forward to in the new year...




¥ A big thank you to alll . S
"=/ buddies, volunteers, ks *ﬁ%
staff, funders, and < "t

supporters who make Stay




